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CAMPAIGN RULES GOVERNING THE ANNUAL ELECTION 
 

HAMMOCKS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 
 
To All Members: 
 
These rules shall govern election campaigning at the Hammocks Community 
Association Incorporated (“Hammocks”). The overarching purpose of these rules 
is best captured in a very simple and easy-to-understand concept: The Golden 
Rule. Thus, do unto others as we want others to do unto us, is the underlying spirit 
of these Campaign Rules. 
 
General Guidelines 
 
These Campaign Rules are meant to ensure fairness, keep order, and preserve the 
integrity of the Election. In general, candidates should try to maintain the “spirit of the 
campaign,” which is an atmosphere of friendly competition with others and respect for the 
Election process. Campaigning should promote harmony among the candidates and 
acknowledge an understanding that opposing candidates are also neighbors, and they 
will need to work together if they are elected. 
 
All candidates are responsible for their campaigns, which includes others whom they 
know are campaigning for them. It is the responsibility of all candidates to know these 
Campaign Rules and to ensure that their campaign helpers or supporters follow the rules. 
 
Campaigns may not violate any provision of the Hammocks’ governing documents or 
applicable Florida laws. Campaigns may not interfere with (1) the Election Monitor’s job 
to run the Election and preserve its integrity or, (2) other candidates’ campaigns. 
 
Campaigning is defined as “publicly promoting one’s candidacy. This includes but is not 
limited to postering, email, flyers, brochures, speeches, door-to-door promoting, clothing, 
and online publications.” 
 
Campaign Rules for Official Candidates 
 
Candidates shall not: 
 

1. knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the truth, make any false or misleading 
statement; 

2. make any statement, or take any action or inaction, that would reasonably be 
expected to impair the fairness of the Election; 

3. make pledges, promises, or commitments that are inconsistent with the 
Hammocks’ governing documents or applicable Florida law unless promoting a 
lawful amendment to the documents or the law; 

4. campaign at or near the Clubhouse (see map attached with specific perimeter 
outlined in red) on all voting days or during the Annual Election, including, but not 
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limited to, wearing, or allowing helpers or supporters to wear, campaign materials 
like t-shirts, face painting, costumes, or body signs; 

5. place posters or campaign materials in the Clubhouse or in/on any Common Area 
of the Hammocks—for example, posters on trees within the Common Area of the 
Hammocks [campaign materials are permitted on private property]; 

6. bribe voters—bribery is defined as the application of such influences [giving or 
accepting something of value] in exchange for votes. 

 
Rule Violations 
 
If you believe a particular activity violates these Campaign Rules, please contact the 
Election Monitor via email to dgersten@grsm.com and ethompson@grsm.com. The 
Election Monitor’s team will acknowledge your communication within two (2) days of its 
receipt and copy all parties involved. The Election Monitor shall review to determine the 
merit of the complaint or inquiry, and, at the Election Monitor’s absolute discretion, the 
Election Monitor may impose sanctions up to and including disqualification even after the 
votes are counted. If the Election Monitor determines there has been a violation, the 
violation will be posted on the Hammocks Website. 
 
Sanctioning Guidelines 
 
In determining an appropriate sanction for a violation of these Campaign Rules, the 
Election Monitor will evaluate violations based on two (2) main criteria: (1) “Does the 
violation violate the ‘spirit of the campaign’?”; and, (2) “Does the violation give the 
candidate who committed it an unfair advantage in the campaign?”  
 
Sanctions shall be imposed in such a way that “the punishment fits the offense.” The 
purpose of imposing sanctions is to eliminate any unfair advantage the candidate may 
have gained by committing the violation. Sanctions include but are not limited to official 
warnings, restriction or revocation of campaign rights, publication that the candidate 
violated these election Campaign Rules, removal from the ballot, or disqualification from 
the board even after the Election. 
 
Candidates who commit severe violations that undermine the integrity of the Election void 
their right to be elected to office during the Election in which the violation was committed. 
Disqualification will be used only as a last resort for candidates who cannot be sanctioned 
by any other means. Disqualification can occur after votes have been counted. 
 
BY ORDER OF THE ELECTION MONITOR 
HAMMOCKS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED
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